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Today’s W
ebinar

✴
Understand how writing supports 
conversation and social interaction 

✴
Learn sim

ple writing strategies to support 
your individual with Angelm

an to tell their 
stories

W
riting as 

Com
m

unication

Things I Like

I like to ride in cars outside.

I like to walk around the city.



I like to take baths.

I like to ride m
y tricycle.

Lily G
race

’s Su
rf D

ay

I w
e
n
t to M

alib
u
.

I p
u
t on

 m
y w

e
t su

it.

I p
icke

d
 m

y su
rf b

oard
.



I su
rfe

d
 th

e
 b

ig w
ave

s!

I got a trop
h
y.

I w
as w

ip
e
d
 ou

t!

✴
Shares our person’s personality and 
interests 

✴
Provides the basis for social interaction 

✴
Fosters a sense of conversation W

ITH our 
person, rather than with us as their facilitator
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Personal experience stories

W
riting is sim

ple…
 

 
It only FEELS 
com

plicated!

W
riting is just the 
words we say,  
written down.



W
riting as Com

m
unication:  

M
odeling W

riting w
ith 

Things I Like!
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✴
Supports greater processing tim

e because 
writing is slower than speaking 

✴
M

odeling writing can reduce som
e of the 

dem
ands of joint attention 

✴
O

ur m
odels of writing provide a slower, m

ore 
deliberate m

odel of com
m

unication 

✴
Reading what we write provides repetition
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W
riting is com

m
unication 

m
ade visual

✴
Slows the process of constructing a m

essage 

✴
Leaves a perm

anent record, therefore increases the 
focus on the m

essage rather than how to say it 

✴
Som

e students learn to com
m

unicate through writing 

✴
Ultim

ately, writing with the alphabet fosters the 
greatest autonom

y in com
m

unication
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W
hy does w

riting m
atter?

✴
W

hen a story is written down, we can focus on 
sharing the story rather than constructing it. 

✴
The written story helps our person approach 
others and initiate interaction with a shared 
focus for attention. 

✴
W

ritten stories highlight who our person is and 
what m

atters to them
.
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W
riting dow

n our stories 
supports social interaction

✴
Story-telling is why com

m
unication m

atters 

✴
The written story allows our person to 
em

bellish or com
m

ent on the story, rather than 
focus on getting the facts out.  

✴
The written story is a tool that our person can 
use to initiate story-telling.
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O
ur goal is story-telling

✴
O

ur m
ost em

ergent AAC users need to learn that 
story-telling and conversation is som

ething they 
can participate in. 

✴
O

ur m
ore experienced AAC users need to learn 

that they can tell stories, hear stories, com
m

ent 
on stories, and initiate stories. 

✴
O

ur m
ost experienced AAC users can initiate 

writing and sharing their own stories.
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Story-telling is essential to 
AAC users



M
y W

in
te

r H
olid

ays 
or  

M
y Su

m
m

e
r H

olid
ays 

or 
M

y C
h
ristm

as H
olid

ays 
or  

Som
e
th

in
g D

iffe
re

n
t

I w
e
n
t to…

I d
id

…

I saw
…

I like
d
…

I got…



It w
as…

5 sentence sum
m

aries of 
a personal experience…

 
 

N
o m

ore!

Rem
nant books: 

pair words with photos  
and other tangible clues  

associated with an experience.



Select your tool 
 

•
Paper: construction, cardstock

•
Durability: lam

ination, page protectors
•

Digital: com
puter, iPad

•
Software: PowerPoint, W

ord, Keynote
•

Apps: Pictello 

How
 to w

rite stories:

Invite your person to 
participate 

Instructional fram
ew

ork
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Instructional fram
ew

ork
✴

M
astery: Alone: W

hat w
ill YO

U (the student) do 
Use the skill for functional, personally m

eaningful 
purposes 

✴
Participation: W

ith: W
hat w

ill W
E (together) do 

Scaffold the person to im
itate, explore, and 

participate, with your support and encouragem
ent 

✴
Aw

areness: To or For: W
hat w

ill I (the teacher) do 
Provide a m

odel for the person to becom
e aware of 

and observe without any expectation of participation 
or perform

ance
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✴
M

akes explicit the process of constructing a 
m

essage: word-by-word and letter-by-letter 

✴
Dem

onstrates the W
HY 

✴
Provides practice for US in using the tool 

✴
Shared writing provides repetition with 
variety

43

M
odeled w

riting

Choose a m
essage

✴
Start w

ith the student’s AAC
 

✴
Set a topic 

✴
M

odel w
riting the m

essage w
ith AAC, 

then transcribing to paper 

✴
M

odel and create opportunities to read 
and share the m

essage
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M
ultiple Choice O

n Front /  
A

nsw
ers on Back

1)
G

uess w
here I w

ent? 
a)

T
h
e
 zoo 

b
)

T
h
e
 m

ovie
s 

c)
 T

h
e
 circu

s 

2)
 G

uess w
ho w

ith? 
a)

M
om

m
y 

b
)

N
an

a &
 G

ran
d
e
 

c)
A
u
n
t C

in
d
y

1)
The circus 

2)
 N

ana &
 G

rande 

3)
 Tightrope 
w

alker 

M
ake A H

oliday Card ‘Book’

Id
ea from

 D
r. G

retch
en

 H
an

ser

Aunt Carrie         

Nana and 
G

rande

Recycle H
oliday Cards:  

U
se Pics for an A

lphabet Book

S is for snow. 
A

nd snowm
an!

H
olid

ay card

C
on

stru
ction

 
p
ap

e
r

Typ
in

g p
ap

e
r

C
ab

le
 tie

s

Possible next steps:
✴

O
bserve what questions people are asking your 

person right now: the ones that com
e up repeatedly 

are good topics for writing! 

✴
Select a tool for w

riting: paper and photos? 
Lam

ination? iPad or com
puter? 

✴
M

odel writing 

✴
Invite your person to participate as m

uch as 
possible!
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Tha
nk Yo

u!


