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Today's W
ebinar

✴
Introduce the 3rd set of Core Four      
(high-frequency words) 

✴
Explore aided language expansion and 
extension as an instructional or m

odelling 
strategy 

✴
W

ord play and other fun “com
m

unication 
tem

ptations”

Today’s w
ebinar in the  

5 STEPS
Targets
Teaching

Language expansion and 
extension

Tools
AAC w

ith robust core w
ord or 

pragm
atically organized 
vocabulary

Testing
Team

4

Core W
ords

✴A sm
all set of words used frequently in 

m
any different contexts 

✴Easily com
bined and re-com

bined with 
m

any other words 

✴A term
 used to describe a way to 

organize AAC vocabulary: core vs. fringe

Set 3: Core Four
Find these in your system

✴W
ho

✴She
✴You
✴He
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Targets: core w
ords

✴
Strengthen concept knowledge of specific core 
words by associating these words with 
m

eaningful activities across the day 

✴
Learn how to autom

atically access those core 
words for expressive purposes 

✴
Increase the frequency of how often we, and 
our student, uses, com

bines, and re-com
bines 

these words in different contexts across the day

Set 3: Core Four
✴W

ho
✴She
✴You
✴He

The power of the  
3rd Core Four:
PEO

PLE words

1st w
ord: W

ho
✴ High-frequency 

✴ High-value:  
social and interactive 

✴ Supports choice-m
aking

How
 can w

e use W
HO

?
✴

W
HO

 knows the answer? 
✴

W
HO

 can help m
e?

✴
W

HO
 is that?

✴
W

HO
 would you like play with?

✴
W

HO
 should we write a note to?

✴
W

HO
 did you see this weekend?                                                              

✴
W

HO
 would you like to help you, X or Y or 

som
eone different?

✴
I know W

HO
! YO

U!

M
odelling W

HO
✴

Conversation, not interrogation
✴

Expectant pause: count to 5!
✴

Invite the student to respond
✴

Accept all m
ulti-m

odal responses
✴

Reflect the response with AAC

Exam
ple

✴
Adult: “W

HO
 would you LIKE to 

work with?”
✴

Student: looks at peer and flaps 
hands excitedly

✴
Adult: “YO

U are looking at SAM
! I 

think SAM
 is W

HO
 you want to work 

with.”



2nd w
ord: YO

U
✴ High-frequency 

✴ W
hen in doubt, m

odel YO
U
 

✴ Com
bine with any verb or    

adjective 

How
 can w

e use YO
U?

✴
I think YO

U LIKE this!
✴

I think YO
U W

ANT that. Here YO
U go.

✴
Can YO

U HELP m
e? 

✴
I NEED YO

U to sit with m
e.

✴
YO

U can do this!
✴

I LIKE YO
U!

✴
YO

U are looking at him
. Are you 

wondering W
HO

 HE is?

3rd and 4th w
ords:  

SHE and HE
✴ Flexible:  
Can refer to ANY person 
Can com

bine with any verb or adjective
✴ Builds on social interest of students with     
Angelm

an
✴ Builds language to support m

ore appropriate 
response to new or favorite people. 

Teaching AAC: M
odelling

✴
M

odel: indicate the sym
bol when you speak the word 

✴
Describe: use the sym

bol to talk about som
ething 

✴
Reflect: use the sym

bol to reflect what the student is 
com

m
unicating 

✴
Expand: use the sym

bol to build on the concept 
the student is com

m
unicating 

✴
Extend: increase the length of the m

essage to be 
m

ore gram
m

atically correct 

Language expansion
✴

PEO
PLE are one of the m

ost com
m

on topics 
of interest for our students with Angelm

an 

✴
M

any students will repeatedly nam
e specific 

people in their AAC
 

✴
Expansion allows us to expand on the nam

e 
to m

odel new concepts and com
m

unicative 
m

essages associated with that person

Language expansion
✴

O
ffer inform

ation about the person:  
W

ho is that person?  
W

here is that person? 
W

hen will our student see that person? 

✴
Describe the person with an adjective 

✴
Com

bine the nam
e with a verb related to 

the person



Exam
ple

✴
Student: “JO

HN JO
HN JO

HN”
✴

Adult: “JO
HN is your brother.”

✴
Student: squeals, repeats “JO

HN”
✴

Adult: “I think YO
U LIKE John.”

✴
Student: laughs, repeats “JO

HN.”
✴

Adult: “John is FUNNY. John is SILLY. 
YO

U LIKE to wrestle with John.”

Exam
ple

✴
Student: “M

s. Elliot”
✴

Adult: “M
s. Elliot is your O

T. I think you LIKE M
s. 

Elliot.”
✴

Student: repeats “M
s. Elliot M

s. Elliot”
✴

Adult: “M
s. Elliot will com

e tom
orrow. YO

U will see M
s. 

Elliot tom
orrow! YO

U LAUG
H when you see M

s. Elliot.”
✴

Student: squeals, “SW
ING

”
✴

Adult: “Yes, YO
U are right! I think YO

U will work in the 
gym

 with M
s. Elliot. I think you will get to swing with her 

tom
orrow. M

s. Elliot is FUN.”

Expand your use of the hom
epage

Expand w
ith core

✴
YO

U LIKE
✴

YO
U do NO

T LIKE
✴

YO
U W

ANT
✴

YO
U want to SEE

✴
LO

O
K! Do YO

U see?
✴

YO
U want to G

O
✴

YO
U CAN

✴
YO

U DO
 IT!

✴
HE is G

O
O

D!

✴
SHE is FINISHED.

✴
YO

U can HELP!
✴

Do YO
U NEED help?

✴
I think YO

U FEEL 
✴

YO
U want her to CO

M
E 

here.
✴

YO
U W

ANT to m
eet him

.
✴

YO
U want m

e to CO
M

E
✴

YO
U need to CO

M
E here

✴
YO

U want m
e to STO

P

Expand w
ith fringe

✴
PEO

PLE words 
occupations, fam

ily roles, friend words 

✴
DESCRIBING

 words 
positive or negative, opposites, sensory: sound, feel, tastes 
FUN words: silly, stinky, scary, fabulous, epic, cool 

✴
FEELING

S 
YO

U seem
…

BO
RED, EXCITED, TIRED, HAPPY 

✴
VERBS and activities:  
what does our student DO

 with this person? 

✴
PLACES 
W

here does our student see, or go with, this person?

Expand w
ith pragm

atic branch 
starters in PO

DD
✴

Som
ething’s wrong 

✴
I LIKE this 

✴
I DO

N’T LIKE this 

✴
I’m

 asking a question 

✴
I’m

 telling you som
ething/categories, actions or 

activities
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She likes rats. 

Preview
 of next w

eek:  
The Core Four and Shared Reading

✴
Books that create opportunities to m

odel core 

✴
Fun, free texts you can download and read! 

✴
Core Four as sight words

Upcom
ing w

ebinars

✴
Help! M

y Proloquo2G
o just has “I want!”:  

Transitioning to a Core W
ord vocabulary in P2G

o 

✴
 Q

uestions and feedback from
 all of YO

U: 
 Teaching: help with a specific strategy  
 Tools: help with a specific app or AAC system

 
 Targets: help with goal setting 
 Team

: help with im
plem

entation

Possible Next Steps
✴

Create irresistible invitations for our students to 
want to talk about som

eone, including photo 
album

s, cam
era rolls, personalized books, 

social m
edia, etc. 

✴
Target an expansion category for talking about 
favorite people: core words, describing words, 
places or activities, etc. 

✴
Share your experiences in the Facebook group!

Q
uestions?
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