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Webinar Outcomes 
!  Review three text types for beginning 

readers of all ages 

!  Share resources for print materials 

!  Share resources for digital materials, with 
an emphasis on free materials 



Today’s Topic Location 
 in the 5 STEPS 

Targets 

Teaching/

Tasks 

          Supports for 
independent reading 

Tools           Print books 

Digital text resources 

Testing 

Team 





WHAT Should Be Included? 

• Teacher read-alouds 

• Students reading at 
 own level from a 
 variety of books 

• Teacher conferencing 
 with students 

• Opps to share what 
 they are reading 



 Emergent Definition
Students are in the very 
beginning stage of literacy. 
There are NO prerequisites. 
There is no such thing as 'not 
ready for'!



Beginning  Readers Need  
!  Multiple types of text 
!  Age-appropriate, engaging materials 
!  Electronic text for accessibility 
!  Literature that fits into the curriculum at 

their readability level 



 3 Types of Text
• Enrichment
• Transitional
• Conventional



Start to Finish Literacy Starters 
Donnelly, Erickson, Musselwhite, Stemach  
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Transitional Text 

Conventional Text 

Enrichment Text 



 Enrichment
      Text



 Enrichment Text
 Emergent Text:
Often the most lengthy
& complex of the 3 types
. . . WHY???



 Emergent Text:
        Purposes:
• develop language
• build background knowledge
• support learning concepts
  about print 

 Enrichment Text



 Enrichment Text Emergent Text:
       Features:
•Language rich text 
 - Variety of sentence patterns
 - Complex sentences are acceptable
 - Blends of language structures
•Language rich graphics
•Detailed graphics that can tell the story 
  and go beyond
Opportunities for vocabulary expansion
•Readability of individual words not critical-
    interest and engagement are critical
Rhyme, rhythm, repetition and/or 
   predictability that creates engagement



Enrichment Text Sample 

“They roared their 
terrible roars.  They 
gnashed their 
terrible teeth.” 





Beside the sea, on Mr. Peffer’s place,
there lived a cow, a donkey, a sheep, a pig,
and a tiny little mouse.



They were good friends,
and one warm sunny morning,
for no particular reason, they decided to go
for a row in the bay.

Do you know who sank the boat?



Was it the cow
who almost fell in,
when she tilted the boat
and made such a din?



No, it wasn’t the cow
who almost fell in.

Do you know who sank the boat?



Is that ‘considerate text’ 
for students aged . . .!

- 10? 
- 13? 
- 16? 



TAR HEEL READER 
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Tarheel Reader 
www.tarheelreader.org 

!  40,000 + books written expressly for students with significant 
disabilities 

!  Books can be read online 
!  Silently 
!  Or with child, woman, or man’s voice 
!  Using switches 

!  Books can also be downloaded 
!   PowerPoint 
!  Flash 
!  Impress  



Christopher Columbus's Journey to 
the New World 

by JeanaSab 



Admiral of the Sea 



Christopher Columbus was born in 1451 in 
Genoa, in present-day Italy. His father was a 
poor weaver, and Columbus worked for him. 

As a young boy, Columbus had little 
schooling. He learned most of what he knew 

from sailors' tales of their voyages. 



Lit2Go 
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/collections/ 



 Transitional
    Text



 Transitional Literacy
       Definition

 Transitional Literacy  
     Definition
Transitional readers can read and 
understand familiar text (e.g. 
stories for which they have had 
multiple exposures).  They have few 
if any strategies for reading words 
on their own and are inconsistent in 
reading even familiar words across 
a variety of contexts.



 Transitional Text:
Level is progressed through 
rapidly by most students 
without disabilities

“in the blink
 of an eye!”

 Transitional Text



 Transitional Text Transitional Text:
       Purposes:
• provide an increased focus on text, 
rather than the language and graphics 
components.  • support students in using 
the skills and understandings they 
developed through experiences with 
emergent texts and other print-based 
activities
• support students in developing simple 
word reading strategies



 Transitional Text Transitional Text:
        Features:
• Simple and consistent sentence 
  structures within a single book
• High degree of rhyme, rhythm. repetition 
  and/or predictability
•  Mix of text that is beyond reading level 
  (for engagement) with text that student 
  can read with support
•  Close picture to text match when 
independent text reading is expected
•  Stories can be as long as emergent books 
  if text is interspersed with pages for 
  students to independently read (i.e. pages 
  with 1 or 2 words)



Transitional Text Sample 

“Brown bear, 
brown bear 
What do you see? 
I see a blue horse 
looking at me.” 



 Emergent Literacy
          Features
• rhyme
• rhythm
• repetition
• predictability
• simple text
• simple graphics

Scaffolding!!





The cat sat on the mat.



The dog sat on the mat.



The goat sat on the mat.



The cow sat on the mat.



The elephant sat on the mat.



Sssppstt!



The cat sat on the mat.



What would be the 
upper age limit for 
which this would be 
‘considerate text’?? 



WHAT’S COOKING 

What’s cooking?
Might be cake.
Not!
Might be tacos.
Not!
Might be burgers.
Not!
Might be chili.
Not!
Might be pizza.
All right!  It’s pizza!

Caroline Musselwhite!
& Pati King-DeBaun!

carolinemusselwhite1@me.com "



Learning To Work 
by Caroline Musselwhite & Laurel Richardson 

From Attainment, $59  

Themes: 
• Garden 
• Hospital 
• Fast Food 



Transitional Books:   
Samples from Tarheel Reader 



Alphabet Books Galore! 

Tarheel Reader/ 
Collections 



Alphabet Books Galore! 



Angelman Communication 
Series Books 



 Conventional
         Text



Conventional readers can 
independently decode and 
understand unfamiliar text 
at their level.

 Conventional Literacy    
           Definition



         Purposes:
• independent application of word reading 
   strategies
• minimize scaffolds of rhyme, rhythm,
  predictibility, and repetition
• reduced demands of language, text 
  complexity, and sentence structure 
  diversity

 Conventional Literacy    



        Features:
• Simple text
• Simple sentence structure
• Minimal use of pronouns to avoid confusion 
  with referents
• Consistent sentence structures within a 
  given book
• Heavy repetition of individual words within 
  a given book
• Heavy use of high frequency and decodable 
  words
• Length of story is short
• Minimal cueing with graphics and other 
  scaffolds

 Conventional Literacy    





“Come here, Dad,”
said James.

“Look at the bumper cars.”



Dad and James
looked at the bumper cars.

Nick and Kate
looked at the cars, too.



“Dad, can I go in a car?”
said James.
“Can I go in the red car?”

Kate said,
“Can I go, too?”



Kate and James
are in the red car.



WHAT’S COOKING 

What should I make today? 
Let’s make chili.
Oh my.  No beans.
I might make tacos.
Rats.  Out of cheese.  
How about cake?
Oh no.  My mix is gone.
I know.  Pizza!
Let’s roll!  



About Hatchet:  Chapter Summaries 



Pictello 
(Assistiveware) 

• Add videos & pics 
•  Type in text with 

word prediction! 
• Computer voice  
•  Record your voice 
•  Switch accessible 
•  Share stories 

•  Plus lots more!! 

Slide from Dr. Gretchen Hanser 



Pictello 
+ THR = 
WOW!  



Pictello 
+ THR: 

Play 
with 

Voices 

Have 
FUN!!  



Possible Next Steps 
!  Share the handouts 
!  Share the webinar link 
!  Read FB posts 
!  Read some books – help your child have 

the full diet of books – enrichment, 
transitional, and conventional! 

!  Plan to attend/view next week’s webinar! 



Questions? 



The ASF Communication Training Series  
is made available by  

the Angelman Syndrome Foundation  
and a generous grant from  

The Foster Family Charitable Foundation, 
 a family foundation established in Central 

California. 

Thank You! 




