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Emergent literacy

• Most students with Angelman syndrome are 
emerging as readers and writers


• Emergent literacy behaviours and understandings 
develop from birth to school-age in typically 
developing children


• Emergent literacy behaviours and understandings 
are directly linked to opportunity and experience


• Students with significant disabilities have the fewest 
opportunities and experiences that lead to literacy
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 Oral and Written Language Development 
(Koppenhaver, Coleman, Kalman & Yoder, 1991, adapted from Teale & Sulzby, 1989)



5 currents of emergent literacy
• Making sense of the stories of others


• Finding meaning in one's own experience and 
sharing it with others


• Communicating thoughts with graphic symbols


• Interpreting the meaning of graphic symbols used by 
others


• Deriving joy from engagement with printed language 
and other graphic symbols 

Kliewer, 2008



Maggie’s 50 Year Literacy Plan

• School is responsible for the first 12 years of 
Maggie’s 50 year literacy plan


• Literacy instruction after school will be Maggie’s 
post-secondary education


• She is allowed to retire from literacy instruction in 50 
years


• Worst case scenario: we teach Maggie to love books 
and to derive joy from sharing her experiences with 
others



Literacy instruction is 
necessary for effective school 

inclusion.

!

Learning to read and write is 
the essential work of school.


!
Literacy instruction ensures we 

understand the student as a 
learner, engaged in the work of 

learning in the inclusive 
classroom.



Inclusive classroom contexts and the general 
curriculum support a comprehensive or "balanced" 

literacy approach. 

!
!
!
!

General curriculum provides a constantly changing 
source of information to learn to read, write, and 

communicate about. 

(Repetition with variation.)

Erickson et al., 2007; Ryndak et al., 1999



Quality, evidence-based literacy 
instruction is comprehensive:


!
!

Oral language and vocabulary

Phonological and phonemic awareness


Automatic word recognition

Fluency


Comprehension

Writing


Reading independently for a variety of purposes


National Reading Panel/National Early Literacy Panel	





Students with significant disabilities typically not 
considered candidates for the comprehensive 

instruction that is necessary for students without 
disabilities to become conventional readers and writers. 


Allor et al., 2010; Browder et al., 2008, 2009, 2010; Erickson et al., 2009

Students who receive comprehensive literacy instruction 
make significant gains over age-matched, ability-matched 
peers who receive more traditional sight-word instruction.



Comprehensive literacy instruction is 
inherently functional: 


!

Likely the most effective way to 
support functional skill development 

in communication, 

social skills and social interaction, 


and independence

Time to re-imagine "functional literacy" as the capability of reading 
and writing at a level proficient to conduct one's daily affairs.


Hatch, 2009



Literacy is not spinach



This webinar

• What does emergent literacy look like for 
students with the learning characteristics 
associated with Angelman syndrome?  

• How do we assess and measure this progress in 
the individual education plan?



Assessment
• Tools to help us understand our kids as 

potentially literate!

• Measure what our kids currently understand 
about literacy!

• Help us identify the next step in their 
instruction!

• Help us identify gaps in their instruction, 
opportunities, and experiences







The Bridge
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Use the Bridge results to:

• Describe the student’s baseline


• Track progress over time


• Investigate gaps and inconsistencies in skills and 
understandings


• Beware of “NA”: problem-solve!


• Use as a guide to foster opportunities



Kathy Staugler's literacy rubric

http://sda.doe.louisiana.gov/ResourceFiles/Kathy%20Staugler%20Literacy%20rubric%2007.pdf



The Developmental Writing Scale







Pragmatics Profile



If you know the correct answer and you are 
waiting for the student to demonstrate the correct 

answer, its not about emergent communication 
and its not about emergent literacy.


!
Assessment and performance are not 

communication or literacy.

!

Communication and literacy express the thoughts 
we didn't know our students were having.











Gretchen Hanser's 
alternative pencil and 
deaf-blind resources







Questions?  
!

!


