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!
Understand how the series is organized

!
W

hat to expect each m
onth and each 

week
!

Prioritize which elem
ents are m

ost 
appropriate for YO

UR individual and 
YO

UR context

Today’s Topic Location!
 in the 5 STEPS
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Tools

Testing

Team

How the Series is O
rganized 

each m
onth

W
eek 1

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 2

Com
m

unication through 
reading

W
eek 3

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 4

Com
m

unication through 
writing

W
eek 5

Bonus!

R
eceptive 

C
om

m
unication/ 

L
istening

R
eading

E
xpressive  

C
om

m
unication/ 

A
A

C

W
riting

 O
ral and W

ritten Language D
evelopm

ent 
(K

oppenhaver, C
olem

an, K
alm

an &
 Yoder, 1991, adapted from

 Teale &
 Sulzby, 1989)

C
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m
unication th

ro
u
g
h literacy



How the Series is organized: 
Com

m
unication weeks

Intro
C

om
m

unication/A
A

C
R

eview
C

ore!
vocabulary

N
ew

 high-frequency target 
w

ords or m
essages

C
ategories/

pragm
atics 

branch 

Com
bining new target words with 

high-interest low-frequency words
Extension

O
pportunities to use the words

W
rap-up

D
ynam

ic Learning M
aps

K
ate Ahern, PrAAC

tical AAC



Core words and the curriculum
: 

!
G

ail Van Tatenhove’s 
Descriptive Teaching M

ethod

14

Support the student to com
m

unicate new ideas 
from

 the curriculum
 with high frequency, re-usable 

words already in his/her vocabulary system
.

Core words and the curriculum
: 

Am
erican Revolution

! Protest: "
say no, say not like, say stop#

! Boycott: "
say no, stop buy, do not buy#

! Taxation: "
take, take too m

uch, not like, not fair#

! Representation: speak for all, w
e choose w

ho 
speak for us 

15

How the Series is organized: 
Reading weeks

Intro
M

odels of R
eading: !

R
eading To, W

ith, and A
lone

B
ook 

selection
Core words as sight words, 
participation words

Vocabulary
Im

portant-to-m
e words

Extension
Activity ideas

W
rap-upTools we will use

17

Tools we will use
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Tools w
e w

ill use

How the Series is organized: 
W

riting weeks
Intro

M
odels of W

riting: !
W

riting For, W
ith, and A

lone 
A purpose for 
w

riting
Audience, topic

Form
ing a 

m
essage

How to generate and share m
y 

ideas

Extension
Activity ideas

W
rap-up

How can you participate?

W
eek 1

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 2

Com
m

unication through 
reading

W
eek 3

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 4

Com
m

unication through 
writing

W
eek 5

Bonus!

W
hat will you learn?

!
Key high-frequency words to em

phasize 
each m

onth
!

How to m
axim

ize the use of a select group 
of words when m

odelling AAC
!

How to expand the num
ber of people 

m
odelling these words

For whom
 is this appropriate?

!
Just getting started with a robust core word 
system

!
Em

phasis is on m
odelling

!
Individual is not yet using AAC 
expressively or only m

inim
ally

!
Craving inform

ation in bite-size pieces

Tools w
e w

ill use



How else can you participate?

W
eek 1

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 2

Com
m

unication through 
reading

W
eek 3

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 4

Com
m

unication through 
writing

W
eek 5

Bonus!

W
hat will you learn?

!
How to integrate AAC with shared reading

!
How to invite interaction and AAC use 
during reading

!
How oral speech is represented both by 
sym

bols and by written words
!

How to support phonological awareness
!

How to support conversation and 
interaction through high-interest books

For whom
 is this appropriate?

!
Experienced with key word or single 
m

essage m
odelling, looking for how to 

expand your m
odelling

!
Individual is beginning to use AAC 
expressively 

!
Your individual loves books 

!
Your goal is to foster a love of books and 
develop literacy skills

How else can you participate?

W
eek 1

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 2

Com
m

unication through 
reading

W
eek 3

C
om

m
unication/A

A
C

W
eek 4

Com
m

unication through 
writing

W
eek 5

Bonus!

W
hat will you learn?

!
How to integrate AAC with shared writing

!
How writing instruction fosters AAC use

!
How to integrate the sym

bol set of the 
alphabet with AAC use

!
How to use shared writing to create 
predictable high-interest books

!
How writing is an opportunity for 
assessm

ent

For whom
 is this appropriate?

!
Your individual uses AAC expressively but 
for a narrow range of purposes 

!
Your individual loves interaction

!
Your individual needs m

ore processing 
tim

e to generate m
essages

!
Your goal is to foster a love of books and 
develop literacy skills



Everyone will have access to 
ALL the inform

ation!
!

W
ebinars are archived and shared on 

YouTube
!

Handouts will rem
ain on the ASF website

!
Series can be followed for m

uch longer 
than just this year!

Possible Next Steps
!

Share the handouts
!

Share the webinar link
!

Read FB posts
!

Look for som
e of the practice key words on 

FB etc.
!

Plan to attend/view next week’s webinar!

Q
uestions?

The ASF Com
m

unication Training Series 
is m

ade available by 
the Angelm

an Syndrom
e Foundation 

and a generous grant from
 

The Foster Fam
ily Charitable Foundation,

 a fam
ily foundation established in Central 

California.

Tha
nk Y

o
u!


